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The German Physical Society had its origin in Berlin. On 14 January 1845 a "Physical Society of Berlin" (Physikalische Gesellschaft zu Berlin) was founded by six young physicists. The oldest of them, E. du BoisReymond, was only 27 years old -he later became Chairman of the Society and, in 1888, its first Honorary President. The young phy sicists were co-workers of the Assis tant Professor (Privatdozent) Gustav Magnus, "already 43 years old'", who became a member of the Society only some time later. It sounds rather modern that the young colleagues founded an association without the co-operation of their established teacher ! Only one week after the foundation, the first scientific session was held. One year later, there were already 53 names on the membership list, includ ing those of Hermann Helmholtz and the "Lieutenant" Werner Siemens. At a session of the Society in 1866, Siemens demonstrated his dynamoelectrical principle for the first time.
As the number of members resid ing outside Berlin grew, the Society became a "German Physical Society" (DPG) The Conferences of Physicists con sist of Plenary Lectures which aim to cover, in the course of several years, all branches of physics and neigh bouring fields of science. These lec tures are intended to be understood by most physicists. They are published in a special book series "Plenarvorträge", sent to all members of the DPG. Smaller Sessions deal with special topics and include lectures presented by invited speakers as well as a limited number of contributed papers. An Evening Meeting is dedi cated to an informal conversation between students and elder physi cists.
On the last day of the Conferences of Physicists and the Spring Meetings special Lectures for Physics Teachers are held. Such lectures are organized also at the Spring Meetings of the Regional Branches.
The DPG also sponsors common meetings with other societies. An example of this is the European Meet ing "Semiconductor Device Research" taking place in Munich, 24-27 March 1969. It is organized in co-operation with Region 8 of the Institute of Elec trical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE, USA) and two German Societies : the Society of Electrical Engineers (VDE, Verband Deutscher Elektro techniker) and the Society of Commu nication Engineers (NTG, Nachrichten technische Gesellschaft). Summer Schools are also sponsored, but these are organized by the Professional Groups or Special Divisions. A centre for such courses is planned.
The DPG owns two journals : the "Ver handlungen der DPG", an informative bulletin for the members of the So ciety, and the "Physikalische Be richte", the German abstract journal.
Every year the DPG awards the Max-Planck Medal to a theoretical physicist. In 1968 the medal was awarded to Walter Heitler, Zurich. The yearly Prize of the DPG (Phy sikerpreis), which includes a gift of money, is intended to draw public attention to an excellent young phy sicist.
In a field of research which has become one of the major growth points of science, and in which physics is intimately involved, a new step in European co-operation has been agreed. On 13 February 1969 at a ceremony held at the Meyrin Labora tory of the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) near Geneva, twelve nations signed the agreement to set up a "European Molecular Biology Conference" -Austria, Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, France, Greece, Italy, Ne therlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom.
The agreement, which is initially for 5 years, will come into force when it has been ratified by that number of States which represents at least 70 % of the total contributions according to an agreed scale. The scale is based upon the net national revenues of the thirteen nations that make up the membership of CERN.
The signatures are the fruit of more than two years of discussion and negotiation stimulated particularly by the Swiss Federal Government. The Conference will be generally known by its French initials (Conférence Européenne de Biologie Moléculaire). It will provide for the pooling of finan cial resources contributed by member governments using as principal agent the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO).
EMBO was set up in 1963 by a number of leading European mole cular biologists. It has been support ed up to now by a number of private sources, notably the Volkswagen Foundation and Interphama and by the Government of Israel.
CEBM will continue and extend the collaborative work begun by EMBO, the principal objectives being ex pressed in the Convention of the Conference as follows : a) provision for training, teaching and research scholarships ; b) assistance to universities and other institutions of higher learn ing that wish to receive visiting professors ; c) the establishment of programmes of courses and the organization of study meetings, co-ordinated with the programmes of universities and other institutions of higher learning and research.
